Finding articles in peer-reviewed medical journals
at the ACC Library and elsewhere

Whether you are an English student, or a nursing student, writing a paper on a medical topic, the ACC Library has the resources for your research. In most cases our library’s article databases will have the information you need. In those occasional cases where you need to go an extra step to additional resources, we’ll show you more options, such as other libraries’ databases and open access journals on the Internet.
What’s “peer-reviewed”?
First, let’s get our terminology straight. By peer-reviewed (also called refereed), we mean the most scholarly articles—those that are accepted for publication by editors or a group of experts in the field to ensure the article meets the highest standards of research. These articles are not found in popular magazines or newspapers (although they may be cited there), but in medical journals. Editorials, columns or book reviews in medical journals do not qualify as peer-reviewed articles.
How do you know that a journal’s content is peer-reviewed? Somewhere on its pages or Web site the journal will tell you. Sometimes the only way to be sure is to look at the instructions for authors, indicating the review process for submitted articles. Luckily, you won’t have to figure it out yourself in most cases, because our library’s research databases will find peer-reviewed articles for you.
Using the Library databases to find peer-reviewed articles
You can access our databases from our library computers or from home. Click “databases” on our Library homepage at www.arapahoe.edu/lrc. You will see our journal article databases listed: ProQuest, EBSCOhost, InfoTrac General Reference Center, and FirstSearch. Passwords are required from access from home, as well as the computers by the reference area of the Library (but not those in the library computer lab). Passwords are on handouts in the Library, or contact the Library for the passwords if you are home.
When you search for articles in ProQuest, EBSCOhost or InfoTrac, finding peer-reviewed articles is as simple as checking off a box as part of your search. Although many of the articles you will find are full-text (the entire article), in some cases only the citation or abstract (summary) of the article will be available from these databases. In that case, you will have to use the options below to obtain the full-text article.
Options for unavailable articles: ILL and document delivery
One way to obtain full-text articles not available on our library databases is to make an interlibrary loan request. If you have the time to wait--a couple weeks or so--we might be able to get a photocopy of your requested article sent to the ACC Library. These may be articles you find in our subscription databases such as ProQuest or EBSCOhost, or articles you find on free resources such as MedLine (available in our FirstSearch database) or Scirus.(www.scirus.com). 
If you don’t have time, you may have to go to another library or use a document delivery service, such as Medline’s LoansomeDoc (www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/loansome_doc.html) or IngentaConnect.com. A document delivery service gives fast electronic access to hard-to-find articles, but with prices in the range of $30 to $50-plus per article, this would be an absolutely last resort for most people.
Options for unavailable articles: other libraries
If our database doesn’t have the article on your topic, or if the article is not full-text, libraries in the area may very well have the article you need. All you have to do is to go to the library online or in person and use their electronic or print resources.
Medicine databases at local libraries
Simply register with a library in the area and you can use their databases. To access the database from your computer, go to the library Web sites and enter your assigned library barcode number given at registration (a list of local libraries is on the ACC Library site at www.arapahoe.edu/lrc/databases.html). To access other college library databases (unlike public libraries), you will have to use the database on-site at their location.
Several health databases are available at many local public libraries: the Health Source Consumer and Nursing/Academic; and the Health Reference Center Academic, and Health and Wellness Resource Center. A list of libraries and their databases is at the OJ 24/7 site: http://oj24x7.quipugroup.com. 
The University of Colorado Health Sciences Library has the largest collection of print and online medical literature in the state, available to all users at their location in Aurora. As a non-student of CU, you will have to use their databases on-site at their library—simply go there and you will be given a guest password. You can do a preliminary search of their collection from your own computer, using the FirstSearch Medline resource, explained below. You can also use Google Scholar (www.scholar.google.com), using Scholar Preferences to locate Colorado libraries who own the journals articles.
FirstSearch and Medline

MEDline is the National Library of Medicine’s (NLB) mammoth article database covering all aspects of medicine, including nursing. This database contains bibliographic citations (authors, title, and journal reference) and author abstracts from over 5,000 biomedical journals published in the United States and 70 foreign countries.
Although available on the PubMed site (www.pubmed.org), your best bet is to use MEDline through the ACC Library FirstSearch database. (The PubMed site, however, has some great tutorials on how to use Medline.) After locating your article in MEDline, FirstSearch will tell you which library, if any, in Colorado has the article. Very often you will find the articles you need will be available at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Library in Aurora (http://hsclibrary.uchsc.edu).
Open access journal articles
Open access journals are freely-available on the Internet to everyone, part of an exciting movement to provide wider access to scholarly information. The Directory of Open Access Journals (www.doaj.org) is a repository of peer-reviewed articles on the Web on all subjects, including medicine. For a comprehensive list of open access journal sites, visit www.KnowledgeResearch.net/ElectronicJournals.html.
